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Flower Mart reborn
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Several months after the old
Floswer Mart shut its doors, the
space at 402 Hillshoro Pike will
be reincamated under the same
name,

The new Flower Mart will
honse a garden center run by Sun-
rise Lawncare and Landscaping.

Owner Bob Wellerding, who
has owned the landscaping busi-
ness for 28 vears, signed the lease
March 16; he and his crew gave
the space an overhaul to be ready
for a soft opening the weekend of
Friday, March 27,

“The place was in bad shape,”
Wellerding said. “We came in and
Cleaned, painted, did some work
on the roof, redid a lot of the elec-
trical and the plumbing. We're
prety handy so we did a lot of it

ourselves, Because we do irriga-
tom as part of our landscaping
business, the phambing wasn't all
that difficult.”

Within 10 davs of signing the
lease, Wellerding and his statf had
ten shipments of inventory ready
for sale. The store will offer anm-
als, perennials, tropical plants,
landscaping materials, planters
and insecticides.

“I's an excellent opportunity
for us, because the Flower Mart
had a good clientele,” Wellerding
sad. “They had customers for
viears and yvears going there. Peo-
ple in the area were used to going
there and getting materials at a
good price, and that's what we're
trying to offer.”

Waellerding said the landscap-
ing business had a record year in
2008, but clients are definitely
cutting back in 2009, He thinks

Flower Mart, which shut its
doors several months ago at
4002 Hillsboro Pike, will open
in the same spot with the same
NAME. FILE / THE TENMESSEAN

hawving the sarden center will be o

strongs supplement to the services

he offers as a landscaper.
“There's a give and take with

anything like this, but [ think
there's an opportunity here even
within this market,” Wellerding
said. “(Survevs I've seen) show
that when the economy's down,
sales of lawn and garden prod-
ucts go up. People don’ go out as
much, and they spend their few
extra dollars on their vard or
their house. People may not
come o us asking us o plant a
tree for them, but they may come
to the garden center, buy the tree
and plant it themselves, and save
o the labor,

“Tn the Green Hills area, there's
not another garden area. There
are some that are close, but they
don't have the extent, quality and
quantity of plants and materials
that we'll have here. There's been
a huge following of the Flower
Mart for many vears, and we hope
thev'll come tous too,”




